
September 9, 1963 

TO: The Council 

From: C. Larcom, Jr., City Administrator 

Subject: PURCHASE OF DETROIT EDISON HURON RIVER PROPERTIES 

Council action tonight is to approve the contract for tho purchase 
o.f the Detroit Edison Huron River • to ze the execu-
tion of the contract by the and Clerk, and to appropriate the 
funas for the payment to Edison of $80.000.00. After approval 

Counc the contract will be approved 
of Detroit Edison on 16th, and on 
crly executed deeds will b8 delivered to the City upon payment 
the $80 1000.00. A dodication ceremony has been for 

27th at Inn }:I.mcrica. Detroit Edison and City officials I 
civic leaders and i~,es of the press will meet for lunch at 
about 12:15. A formal presentation ceremony will follow, with Mr. 
Walker lor, Pres of th0 Detroit Ed 
to 11.ayor Creal the official documonts. 

As you negoti for th~ acquisition of those 
have been since 1959, when a joint statement was made 
by Edison and the City indicating Edison's willingness to sell and 
the's interest in acqo Edison'S rights to Barton, 
Geddes and Superior ponds. were carried. out by the 
City Administrator, the M?yor and indiv councilmen and by Coun-
cil-as-a-wholc, meet \vith Edi5~n executives. 

The purchase tl1a5 f:ully carC:!fully explored by a Council committee, 
",iith Councilman Bandemc:r as chairman, Councilman La on 
the committGe. Edison has iurnish8d all the data and information 
asked for by the City and the obtained rt advice on the ap-
praisals and surveys furnished by Edison, as well as legal advice re-

rding thG rights and rosponsibilities inherent in the ownership of 
the dams and 

There were four prinCipal r~ason3 which prompted tho City to purchase 
these I anyone of which would be sufficient to just 

&i Th~ four reasons are: 

1. Protection, by , of tho main sOUrce of Ann Arbor's 
\'Jater 

2. Provision of conv~nient, recreation and open 
space to meet the demands of a constantly growing city. 

3. Protection of from flood by use of 
control mechanism of dams to regulate rivet flow and water 

4. Control of the pond int.o which the effluent of the City 
sewage treatment plant is dis 



The area involved in the e is 945.51 acres, of which 
136.13 acres is land above water and e09.3B.acres is land below 
water, 1 river bed and The ownership or 
flowage extend from bank to bank of the "and portions 
of the connecting stream. In SOme instances, ownership is to the 

of the bank along the waterway; and in others, and 
rights e~tend to a contour line which is 

feet above the normal surface of the water. 

Most of the above water 
exception of a 50+ acre 

are in , wi th the 
the river curves along Huron 

'River Drive, between the North bridge and Barton Dam. 

Edison to convey fee ownership and/or rights to the land 
below water, river I land above water ( where 
needed by Edison for former sub-stations), reservoirs, dams 
and waterways, equipment essential" to control of the river flow, 
and bare bui in which such is housed. The genera-
tors have been removed. 

The for and received preliminary approval an Open 
Space grant from the Federal Government in the amount of $120,000.00, 
or 3~1o of the total cost of $400,000.00. The 
called for the total amount. to be pelid over a period. The 
Fec1ernl Gov~rnment res that. "the "the installments when 
due and to evidence of pnyment and they will forward 
Open to the City. Under the terms of the con-
tract Itlith the l'lt"_ is to retire 
the unpaid balance in advance of the maturity date by the applica-
tion of funds received the from the Federal Government. The 
$400,000.00 will be d as fr;llm·n;-

Government Pa to Edison Balance 

1963 $80,000.00 $24,000.00 $104,000.00 $296,000.00 

1964 80,000.00 31,200.00 111,200.00 ,800.00 

19 80,000.00 33.360.00 113/360.00 7L440.00 

1966 
$280 , 000.00 $120,000.00 

t'le have estimated that the annual cost for maintenance. manpower. 
and a reserve fund for replacement of the dams (in 100 years) would 
be $35,000.00. It is my recommendation that an ordinance be adop
ted providing for the control, maintenance and supervision of the 
four ect to rules and established by the Utili-
ties Department with the approval of the City Administrator. This 
will give the Utilities trespass and 
other use ~'lhen ies pass to the control of 
the Pork Department, the Park Superintendent should be to 
Qst<1bU.sh rules and tlons regarding use also. 



Xn regard to the mechahics of financing the operation, it is an-
ticipated the Utilities will be res for 
the operation of the dams and water level control equipment. Mr. 
Mu'kensturm, 'the Supervisor of ion ,faci in the-
Utilities Department".' 51 responsibility and _ such 

r-) and maintenance help as is needed. ized 
(c" -of the facilities wi be contract with 

firm such as TOWnsend-& Bottum. 

annual payment of $BO,OOO;OO will be split 50-50, between the 
e Disposal - $40(000.00 Depar 

each per year. The operating costs, although the responsibility 
50-50 each year between of tho 

the Ut 
i- ..... " .... ,t- 1 wi 11 

Portions of the property willi in tim~J be des 
lif!r,' and will be main .. 

our 
the 

park and 
~:thcse lands above.: water arC:"! so dGsignatcd, no 

respons of th0 Utilities 

making tho necessary for und~r tho City 
icies. Edison to assist in the oing of 

on of the facilities and control of 



mMBER 9, lila:) 

Sewer 

; construction of the Sanital'Y Sewer 
mping station to the park shelter on 
~) 1963. 

I)l: this work and I recommend awal'd
his constrnctio'!l. 

GUY C.LARCOM, ,JR. 

Administrator 

:hat the recommendation of the City 
bid of Fl'ank Siller in the amount of 
nd best bid reeeived for Island Drive 
11' and that the Mayor and Clerk be 
above amount after by the 
! City has approved the exe~ 
lds. 

this construct:on be <'tll'ir<"f'1i ll.gainst 
md Drive Park Shelter. 
;: Yeas, Councilwoman 

Meader, Johnson, 
11. 

the Administrator be instructed 
Hon of cement sidewalk in front of. 

Ited a report on the of De~ 

the following re$()lution and moved 
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R·294·9·63 

Resolution to Acquire Detrl)it Edisoll Properties 

the City of Ann as first party, and the Edison 
Illuminating Company of Detl'olt and the Detl'oit Edison Company, as sec
ond parties, have negotiated an agreement whereby first party will pur
chase from second parties certain lands and properties including the Pt'op-
erties known as Barton, Argo, Geddes and ponds; and 

WHEREAS, second will also convey conaiD rights owned 
them in the Huron River, flowage rights, reserving, however, 
easements for transmission lines; and 

WHEREAS, by the terms of said agreement, limited war-
ranty deeds to the aforementioned properties shall be executed and de
livered to the City by second on or beio}'e September 20, 1963, at 
which time the City shall deliver to second parties the sum of $80,000; and 

WHEREAS, by said agreement, the full pllrehase price for the said 
is $400,000 to he paid in without interest, within five years 

fi'om the date of the eontl'aet authori2ed by this resolution at the rate of 
$80,000 pel' year, 

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Mayor and the City Clerk 
are hereby authorized to execute a contract fo1' the purchase by the City 
of the aforesaid properties from second parties, said contract to be ill a 
form ~pproved by the City Attorney, 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the said sum of $80,000 is hereby 
appropriated from the funds: $40,000 from Water Supply 
Fund-Impl'ovement, and from the Disposal System Fund 
-Improvement; and a warrant for $80,000· payable to second parties shall 
be delivel'ed to them upon receipt from them of sald deeds, which shall be 
in a form to be the 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that a title insurance policy insut'ing the 
title of the City to the pl'operties to be deeded to the City shall be furnished 
by second parties. and shall be in a lOt'm to be approved by the City At
torney, 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council herEby pledges the 
good faith of the Citv of Ann Arbor to execute the contract authorized 
by thb resolution, and calling fOl' the said annual payments by the 
to second parties. 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that at no time to full payment of 
said purchase pl'ice shall the aggregate sum in the said Water Supply and 

..,,,,,,v.,,,,, Funds, a,<ailable for payment of said contract obligation, 
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ian below the balance thereof. 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the shall reduce the balance 

due under said contract and shall retire the same in advance of maturity, 
by paying second parties any and all sums of money which may be received 
by the City from the Federal Government under the Fedel'al Open Space 
Program, and as assistance in said propel'ties. 

On roll call the vote was as follows: Yeas, Councilwoman Burns, Coun
cilmen Teachout, Dowson, Bandemer, Meader, Johnson, Hulcher, Walter_ 
house, Laird, Nielsen, Mayor Creal. 11. 

Nays, O. 

Chair declared the motion carried. 

REPORTS 

A report was received from the Planning Commission regarding the 
area plan and wa.s referred to the W ork

iug Committee for consideration. 
A report the Broadway-Plymouth-Maiden Lane-Moore Streets 

traffic volume study was received from the Department of Parking and 
Traffic Engineering. 

Moved by Councilmll.n Nielsen that the report be accepted and placed 
on file with the City Clerk, 

On a voice vote, Cnal}' declared the motion carried. 

None. 

ORDINANCES 

First Heading 

Second Reading 
53·63 

Grayson Zoning 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP 

BEING A PART OF CHAPTER 55, OF TITLE V, 

OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ANN ARBOR 

The City of Ann Arbor ordains: 
Section }, The which by Section 5:17 of Chapter 55, of 

Title V of the Code of the City of Ann Arbor is made a part of said Chapter 
55 and which Section reads as follows: 


