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The City’s park, recreation, and open space inventory includes City-owned parks, natural areas, and 
recreational facilities. In addition to City-owned parks and open space, Ann Arbor residents have 
access to open space owned by the Ann Arbor Public Schools, the University of Michigan, 
neighboring townships, Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation, and State of Michigan land.  Some 
of these facilities are located within the City’s boundaries; others are located throughout Washtenaw 
County.  Non-City owned park and recreational resources accessible to the greater Ann Arbor 
community are important to understanding the extent of park and recreational opportunities for Ann 
Arbor residents; therefore, they are listed as separate inventories within this section of the PROS Plan. 
 
A.  Park Inventory Overview 
 
In 2010, the City's parks, recreation, and open space holdings were comprised of 157 parks and 
facilities (two of which are leased), totaling approximately 2,088 acres of land. The properties include 
approximately 492 turf acres, 48 buildings, 34 ball diamonds, 31 tennis courts, 10 soccer fields, 75 
playground areas, 87 picnic areas, approximately 52 miles of multi use paths, four swimming pools, 
two artificial ice rinks, hiking and nature trails, two 18-hole golf courses, and two canoe liveries. 
Approximately 72 percent of the land is unstructured and serves as open space, with approximately 
697 acres of woodlands, 478 acres of green space, 200 acres of shrub land, as well as wetlands, 
savannas, prairies, and bogs, while some 800 acres of Huron River water surface are accessible with 
strategically located boat launching sites. Special facilities include a senior center, two community 
centers, historic houses, a farm, and a cemetery. 
 
Furthermore, over 50 traffic islands and boulevards, which are often considered components of public 
open space, are maintained by the Public Services Area. 
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B.  Park and Open Space Classification  
 
The PROS Plan classifies park holdings by size, level of use, type of recreation experience, degree of 
naturalness, and location within the City. These classifications aid Parks and Recreation in 
determining land acquisitions, levels of maintenance, planning for amenities in the various parks, and 
balancing the recreation needs throughout the City.  
 
These classifications, however, are not always clear cut, and overlap in several instances. Several 
community-wide parks, for example, also serve as neighborhood parks for the residents who live in 
close proximity. The classifications are meant as a guide for staff and the public to understand the 
breadth and scope of the park system.  
 
The classification system includes the following:  
 
1. Neighborhood Parks 
 

Neighborhood parks provide open space areas within approximately one-quarter mile of each 
resident. These areas are generally smaller in size and designed to attract a limited 
population. Parking is generally along the street. Typical amenities include a playground, 
basketball or tennis court, open grassy play areas, park benches and picnic tables, and a walk 
to access the park amenities. Examples of neighborhood parks include Meadowbrook, 
Windemere, Esch, Hollywood, and Waterworks. 

  
2. Urban Parks/Plazas 
 

Urban parks and plazas provide open space and pedestrian-oriented amenities in the 
downtown area where the surrounding population includes high-density residential and 
commercial districts. These areas are defined by the presence of a significant infrastructure, a 
greater formality, and furniture to serve a greater density of people at peak times. The plazas 
are generally the smallest type of park in the system and are designed to integrate with the 
urban setting. Plazas are characterized by harder materials such as concrete, contained flower 
beds, and a lack of open grassy areas and play equipment. Residents and downtown 
employees utilize these areas as a gathering space for eating and work breaks and often serve 
as a location for public art and performances. They ideally function in concert with the 
surrounding businesses, especially restaurants and cafes, where a cooperative effort energizes 
the physical space. Examples of urban plazas include Liberty Plaza, Sculpture Plaza, and 
Forsythe Park. 

 
3. Recreation Facilities 
 

Recreation facilities serve a defined use or program which may be more specific or serve a 
limited segment of the population. Their use and access are generally more tightly controlled. 
These facilities vary in size and character depending on the intended use. Examples of these 
facilities include the Leslie Park and Huron Hills golf courses, the Farmers Market, Fairview 
Cemetery, the pools and ice rinks, senior center and canoe liveries.  
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4. Historic Sites 
 

The purpose of labeling an area as an historic site is both to protect it and to describe its 
significance for interpretive programming. These facilities may be located within parks, such 
as the West Park Bandshell, or encompass the entire facility, such as the Kempf House. 
Although the facilities are historic, they often serve multiple purposes. Cobblestone Farm, for 
example, has both an historic house and a newly constructed barn. Although the house is used 
purely as an historic showcase, the barn, which was built as part of the farm, is used as a 
multipurpose facility for parties, meetings, and weddings. The older facilities require special 
care in their maintenance and daily use. The facilities are open to the public; however, some 
limitations are placed on their use due to their fragile nature. Additional examples of historic 
sites include the Leslie Homestead and the Greek Revival Shelter at Island Park.  

 
5. Community-wide Parks 
 

Community open space serves the recreational needs of the greater Ann Arbor community by 
offering diverse opportunities in a more natural setting. These spaces are often much larger 
than neighborhood parks and can accommodate greater numbers of people for a wide variety 
of uses. The goal is for these spaces to be accessible by public transportation but also provide 
parking facilities and other amenities such as restrooms and shelters. These open spaces are 
distributed as evenly as possible throughout the City. Typical amenities include scheduled 
softball or soccer fields, picnic shelters, playground areas, and recreation facilities within the 
park. Examples of this type of open space include Fuller Park, Buhr Park, and Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

 
6. Natural Areas  
 

The classification of natural area provides for protection of the City's most significant natural 
resources. Natural areas are managed by the Natural Area Preservation division to improve 
their ecological integrity. Typical activities for this purpose include invasive plant removal, 
prescribed burning, and seeding or planting of native species. These activities may be 
performed by the City or by volunteers acting under the guidance of City staff.  Wildlife 
inventory information about birds, butterflies, frogs, and salamanders are collected to help 
guide land management decisions.   
 
Some of the natural areas that are of higher floristic quality or have sensitive ecological 
qualities, such as steep slopes or a rare species of plant or animals, have limitations on use. 
Bicycles, for example, are prohibited in several natural areas. Examples include Bird Hills, 
Furstenberg and Black Pond Nature Areas. 

 
C. Planning Area Maps 
 

The following series of maps show the park system and other open space, including public 
schools, university property, and county park property in the City by planning area.  
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D. Facility Listing 
 
Ann Arbor Senior Center, 1320 Baldwin Aveue 
The Ann Arbor Senior Center is located in the Burns Park neighborhood and provides meeting space 
for programming that includes enrichment and educational classes, fitness programs, social programs, 
entertainment and special events.  
 
Argo Canoe Livery, 1055 Longshore Drive 
The facility provides canoe and kayak rentals and consists of a livery building, storage yard, and 
picnic shelter. Day camps are also run out of the livery and focus on river activities for teens. 
 
Bryant Community Center, 3 West Eden Court 
The Bryant Community Center is a multi-use building that provides space for youth and adult 
programs, community meetings, health clinics, and day camps. It is managed by the Community 
Action Network. 
 
Buhr Pool and Ice Arena, 2751 Packard Road 
Buhr Pool includes a zero depth tot pool with spray toys and a 25-yard lap pool. The facility offers 
day camps, swim classes and swim teams, as well as public swim time. The ice arena is an NHL 
regulation size covered outdoor facility whose activities include public ice skating, drop-in hockey, 
league plan, and rental hours. There are four separate locker rooms, a heated lobby, and vending. 
 
Cobblestone Farm, 2781 Packard Road 
The farm includes an 1845 classic revival style cobblestone farmhouse and a replica barn used for 
special events, weddings and rentals. The site houses farm animals and provides interpretive 
programming. The Parks and Recreation Customer Service center is located within the barn. 
 
Farmers Market, 315 Detroit Street 
The market facilities include an office and meeting room as well as restrooms. There are 144 vendor 
stalls under the market shed structure. The market operates Saturdays the entire year, and 
Wednesdays from May 1 to December 31. Parking is leased to the Downtown Development 
Authority when the market is not in operation.  
 
Fuller Pool, 1519 Fuller Road 
Fuller Pool consists of a 50-meter lap pool, a zero depth tot pool, and a water slide. There are locker 
rooms, a picnic shelter, and restrooms. The facility runs day camps, Masters Swimming, swim teams, 
swim classes, as well as public swim time.  
 
Gallup Canoe Livery, 3000 Fuller Road 
The Gallup Canoe Livery rents canoes, kayaks, and pedal boats. A café and meeting room are located 
in the livery building. Camps, special events, and open hours for the public are offered at this facility. 

 
Huron Hills Golf Course, 3465 East Huron River Drive 
Huron Hills is an 18-hole, par 67 course located along the Huron River. The facility includes adult 
and junior golf instruction, special events, league play, and open golfing.  
 
Kempf House, 312 South Division Street 
The Kempf House is a local history museum with a focus on the Victorian era (1850-1910) and Ann 
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Arbor History. The museum offers guided tours for individuals and groups and is used for special 
events and monthly lectures.  
 
Leslie Park Golf Course, 2120 Traver Road 
Leslie Golf Course is a championship 18-hole, par 72 golf course and was recently ranked as the Golf 
Digest best municipal golf course in the State of Michigan. It is located along Traver Creek, in the 
northern part of Ann Arbor. The facility includes adult and junior golf instruction, special events, 
league play and open golfing. 
 
Leslie Science and Nature Center (LSNC), 1831 Traver Road 
The center contains 50 acres of fields, woodlands and prairie, as well as the Leslie Homestead, Critter 
House, office space, and Nature House. The LSNC became a 501c3 to afford better fundraising 
opportunities. Parks maintains the grounds and buildings. The Leslie Homestead was donated to the 
City in 1976, and runs camps and events, including a raptor center and programs focusing on 
environmental education. 
 
Mack Pool, 715 Brooks Street 
Mack Pool is connected to the Ann Arbor Open School at Mack and contains a six-lane, 25-yard pool 
for adults, a 30-foot by 40-foot children’s pool, locker rooms, and pool office. The school uses the 
pool for students during school operating hours. Programs include Masters, swimming lessons, 
aquatic exercise classes and public swim. 
 
Northside Community Center, 809 Taylor Street 
The center is a managed by Community Action Network and runs programs for youth and adults. The 
facility contains meeting rooms, offices, and restrooms. 
 
Veterans Pool and Ice Arena, 2150 Jackson Avenue 
Veterans Ice Arena contains a regulation 85’ by 200’ ice rink with spectator seating for 2,000, locker 
rooms, skate rental, concession area, and fitness room. Programs include ice hockey leagues and 
skating instruction, open skating, and special events. The 25-yard pool contains a waterslide and zero 
depth tot pool area with spray toys.  Programs include swimming lessons, lap swim, and swim teams. 
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E. Ann Arbor Parks Inventory Chart 

 
The following chart shows the vast array of parks and activities offered by the City of Ann Arbor. 
It also summarizes the degree to which the parks are barrier free.  
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F.  Ann Arbor Public Schools Inventory 
 
The Ann Arbor Public Schools have 32 sites, including elementary, middle, and high schools. The 
school grounds contain open spaces used by the public, including ball fields, play areas, and nature 
areas with trails. 
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1. Adjacent School and Public Park Properties 
 

Both the City park system and the Public Schools system share several sites that are utilized 
by both the community and the students. Sites contain active recreation, such as softball 
fields, tennis courts, playgrounds, and natural areas.  
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2. Recreation Inventory of School and City Program Offerings   
 

Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation Services and the Ann Arbor Public Schools Community 
Education and Recreation Program jointly offer the following activities to City residents and 
to families and individuals residing within the Ann Arbor Public School District: 
 

 
 
G.  OTHER AGENCY OPEN SPACE INVENTORY 
 
Other public and semi-public agencies provide a significant amount of public space used by the 
community as they are within close enough proximity that Ann Arbor residents consider them part of 
the open space/recreation landscape. 
 
Four public agencies that provide recreation and open space opportunities in and around Ann Arbor 
include the University of Michigan, which owns significant acreage of open space within the City; the 
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission, which oversees 13 parks, including natural 
areas, water parks, golf courses, and parks within the City limits; Huron Clinton Metropolitan 
Authority (HCMA), which provides large-scale, regional recreation facilities; and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment, which provides a system of state parks, forests, 
and recreation and game areas.  
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H. NEIGHBORING TOWNSHIPS AND CITIES 
 
Communities adjacent to and within the proximity of Ann Arbor provide open space for their residents 
that are also used by the local community. Trail systems connect some of these park spaces to Ann 
Arbor, including the Border to Border trail, which aims to link park systems along the Huron River.  
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I. Private and Nonprofit Recreation Service Providers  
 
The Ann Arbor area has a wealth of private recreation, arts, and fitness providers. In some cases, they 
offer the community a more advanced level and more intensive or frequent opportunities to participate 
in recreational outlets, as well as offer facilities and programs that municipal agencies do not, such as 
bowling. In many cases the City and/or schools provide spaces for these groups. They also tend to be 
more expensive than the programs offered by Community Education and Recreation and Ann Arbor 
Parks and Recreation. The PROS Plan does not include an inventory of these private facilities. 
 
 

J. Grant Inventory 
 

Below is a list of grants that have been received by the Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation system from 
the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Clean 
Michigan Initiative Recreation Bond Fund, and the 1988 Recreation Bond Fund.  
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GRANT INVENTORY 
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GRANT INVENTORY (con’t) 
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